Save the date Tuesday, November 16, 2010
Cancer Survivors
Hall of Fame Dinner
Essex House
160 Central Park South,
New York City
Please join us for a very special
evening to benefit Cancer Research
& Treatment. This annual dinner
has honored the courage and
outstanding contributions of cancer
survivors, medical professionals
and humanitarians for their efforts
in raising awareness and hope that
a cure is close at hand. For further
information, please contact Scott
Perrin at 212-957-9155 or at SPerrin@
TheEventOffice.com

SUMMER 2010

Joseph N. Aimi
President
Kenneth Bieber, Inc.
Henry J. Amoroso, Esq.
President and CEO
St. Vincent Catholic
Medical Centers
David T. Boule
Retired Partner
Ernst & Young
Maria Brisbane, CFA
Private Wealth Advisor
Merrill Lynch
Steven Elkes
Trustee
Elkes Foundation
Philip Frese, Ph.D.
President and CEO
Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of Newark

Biology of
Breast Cancer
By Dr. Linda Vahdat

Ouidad
Global Curl Expert &
Beauty Industry Pioneer
Cancer Survivor Honoree

Richard J. Rose
Past President &
CR&T Board Member
Humanitarian Honoree

Cancer Research & Treatment Fund Leadership
BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

Understanding the

Dinner Co-Chairs
David Boule and Maria Brisbane

Terry Hermanson
President
Mr. Christmas Inc.
Jay J. Hochfelsen, JD
President
Compass Benefit Planning
Amanda Johns Perez
Principal
Amanda Johns
Handcrafted Cards
William R. Johnston,
Emeritus
Former President
New York Stock Exchange
Michael C. Kempner
Managing General Partner
KS Capital Partners, L.P.
Douglas McCormick
Board President
Venture Partner
Rho Capital Partners

Kasia McCormick
Richard J. Rose,
Senior Managing Director,
Retired
Shufro, Rose & Co., LLC.
Todd J. Shaw
First Vice President
Morgan Stanley
Adam Silver
Sr. Managing Member
Bennett Management
Richard T. Silver, M.D.
Board Vice President
& Medical Director
COUNSEL
Robert W. Slott, Esq.
Sunshine, Slott, Sunshine
VICE PRESIDENT OF
DEVELOPMENT
Michael R. Wargo

Dr. Anne Moore
Medical Director,
Weill Cornell Breast Center
Lifetime Achievement Honoree

Dr. Linda Vahdat
Cancer Research and
Treatment Fund, Inc,
is a non-profit group of
physicians, nurses, and
other medical professionals
dedicated to research for
the treatment of cancer and
other blood diseases.
Richard T. Silver, MD FACP
founded CR&T in 1968.
Dr. Silver is Professor of
Medicine and Director of the
Leukemia and Myelpro liferative Center at Weill
Medical College at Cornell
University. He is Attending
Physician at New York
Presbyterian Hospital/WeillCornell Medical Center.
Cancer Research &
Treatment Fund
500 East 77th Street, Suite 1001
New York, NY 10162
Telephone: (212) 288-6604
Fax: (212) 288-7704
Web Site: www.crt.org
Richard T. Silver, MD FACP
Medical Director
Michael R. Wargo,
Vice President of Development

Things keep on moving forward in the world
of breast cancer. Since the sequencing of the
human genome project, there has been an
explosion of new treatments for breast cancer
and this reflects our exponentially improved
understanding of how breast cancer grows.
The biggest advance in the understanding
of breast cancer is the realization that they are
divided into new categories called molecular
subtypes based on their genetic makeup.
These subtypes are labeled Luminal A
and B, HER 2 neu-enriched/Luminal Her 2
and basaloid (a.k.a. triple negative breast
cancer). What has become apparent is that
these subtypes behave in a similar fashion
regardless of size and number of involved
lymph nodes which is a totally new concept.
By separating out these tumors by molecular
subtype, we have been able to “divide and
conquer” in our approach to treatment of
all kinds of breast cancer. The HER 2 neuenriched/Luminal Her 2 subtype is treated
with HER 2 neu directed therapy such as
trastuzumab (Herceptin) and lapatinib
(tykerb). Because it seems to be such a great
target there is a long list of agents that are in
clinical trials and each one looks better than
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the next. At Cornell, we are conducting clinical
trials with neratinib, T-DM1 and pertuzumab
which look especially great at treating HER 2
neu + breast cancer that has spread. More
importantly, it is critical to be able to offer our
patients access to these new drugs that are
not widely available yet especially when they
look very promising.
Another new category is the basaloid or
triple negative breast cancers. These cancers
tend to be a challenge to treat mostly because
they seem to grow in a way that is different
from the other breast cancers. The Poly
(ADP-Ribosyl) polymerase (PARP) inhibitors
made a big splash at our annual meeting of
the American Society of Clinical Oncology
in June 2009 in that when a PARP inhibitor
was combined with chemotherapy it made
the chemotherapy work much better. The
idea was that the PARP inhibitor exploited
and suppressed the ability of cancer cells to
repair themselves from the damaging effects
of chemotherapy. There are a number of PARP
inhibitors in clinical trials and at Cornell we
have 2 clinical trials of PARP inhibitors that
are currently accruing patients. We are very
excited to be participating in these clinical

trials, as they seem to be quite effective with a
good side effect profile.
Trying to understand why some tumors
remain dormant and occult also impacts our
understanding of how cancers spread and
others don’t. Research conducted by our
Group has begun to unravel this process and
it appears that for certain tumors, a copper
deficiency induced state might be able to keep
cancer cells from spreading and we think it
might be because we deplete the ability of
cancer cells to form blood vessels and some
of the valuable tools it needs to spread
elsewhere. We are hoping to be able to have
more information on this research avenue
within the coming year.
As you can see, this is a just a small
example of the trajectory which we are on
towards understanding this process called
breast cancer. I am confident that the next
few years will bring an entire new level of
understanding to all the processes surrounding
the disease and that more effective treatments
will be reflected in this new and improved
understanding of the breast cancer process
ultimately resulting in less breast cancer and
less breast cancer deaths.

